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watch over the preservation of the native tribes, and
to care for the improvement of the conditions of their
moral and material well-being, and to help in suppressing
slavery, and especially the Slave Trade/'
ARTICLE 9
" Seeing that trading in slaves is forbidden in con-
formity with the principles of international law as recog-
nised by the Signatory Powers, and seeing also that the
operations, which, by sea or land, furnish slaves to trade,
ought likewise to be regarded as forbidden, the Powers
which do or shall exercise sovereign rights or influence
in the territories forming the Conventional basin of the
Congo, declare that these territories may not serve as
a market or means of transit for the trade in slaves, of
whatever race they may be. Each of the Powers binds
itself to employ all the means at its disposal for putting an
end to this trade and for punishing those who engage in it."
At this period, then, the task of abolishing slavery
was specially provided for in one area, namely, the
Conventional Basin of the Congo, The Brussels
Conference of 1890 1 was concerned primarily with
the Slave Trade. Under this Act, signed by seven-
teen Powers, elaborate measures were agreed upon
for the abolition of the Slave Trade, and this time,
with the important addition of the prohibition of
the trade in arms and ammunition, which had always
been associated with raiding for and the sale of slaves.
These two instruments, the Berlin Act of 1885
and the Brussels Act of 1890, were the two pre-
1 General Act of the Brussels Conference relative to the African
Slave Trade. Signed at Brussels, July 2, 1890.